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Disclaimer 
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Further, DVPlay LTD reserves the right to revise this publication and make changes occasionally in the 
contents hereof without the obligation to notify anybody about such revision or change. 



 
                Ò DVPlay LTD - the optimal quality solution for TV channels                                                                           Page 2 

 

C O N T E N T S 
 

DVPlay Playout software introduction    
1 Main purposes of the DVPlay softwareéééééééééééé       4 
2 New features in DVPlay 6 vs. 5 ééééééééééééééé  5 

 
 
1.  Installationéééééééé..ééééééééééé...........................    6  

1. 1 Requirements.................................................................................     6 
1. 2 Preparation before starting the installationééééééééééé. 7 
1. 3 Set your own language (from 6.00) ééééééééééééé... 10 
1. 4 General description of the installation process éé..éé................    14 
1. 5 DVPlayer scheme........................................................................... 15 
1. 6 Installing the Video Player...............................................................  17 
1. 7 Installing the TitleDesigner and the PlayList Editor on the  

Production PC................................................................................  
 

 23 

1. 8 Applying changes to Windows localized OS  
(non-English version)éééééééééééé.ééééééé 

 
25 

1. 9 Upgrading the DVPlay softwareéééééééé......................... 26 
1.10 Multichanneléééééééé...éééééééééééééé.. 26 
1.11 Backup solutionééééééééééééééééééééé... 26 

 
2. DVPlay Software Registrationééééééééééééééééé.     27  

 
3. Video Player 6ééééééé................ééééééééééééé    29  

3. 1 General description of the interfaceéééééééééééé..   29 
3. 2 Switching between Matrox,DeckLink and Stradis hardware card   31 
3. 3 Matrox video card driver settingséééééééééééééé    32 
3. 4 DeckLink drivers settings ééééééééééééééééé                                     34 
3. 5 Switching to external audio and video signal using 

FireWireéééé.éééééééééééé.éééééééé     
 

 35 
3. 6 Support for 16:9 signal éééééé.ééééééééééé..        37 
3. 7 Playing files with custom resolution é........................................   38 
3. 8 Video files formats.ééééééééééééééééééé...      39 
3. 9 How to create your MPEG-2 filesééééééééééééé..  40 
3.10 Logo managingééééééééééééééééééééé.  42 

   
4. PlayList Editorééééééééé........................................................   46 

4.1 General description of the interfaceéééééééééé.ééé     46  
4.2 Main playlists ééééééééééééééééééééé.é.  48 
4.3 Sub playlists éééé..éééééééééé............................ 50 
4.4 Meta tag playlists (from 6.00)ééééééééééééééé...   51 
4.5 Circle Playlistsééééééééééééé.éé........................      52 
4.6 Playlist editor menu ééééééé.é........................................        54 
4.7 Playlist editor options ééééééé.é.....................................        55 
4.8 Displaying statistics for the played filesééééééééééé..      56 

 
5. Control Centeréééééééééé...................................................    58 

5.1 Control center layoutééééééé..ééééééééééé..     58 
5.2 MyCommandséééé...éééééééééééééééé... 61 

  5.3 Events windows éééééééééééééééééé..é.... 64 
5.4 Color scheme (from 6.00) ééééééééééééé..ééé   65 

 
6. Scheduling ééééééééééééééééééééééééé..    67 

6.1 General description ééééééé..ééééééééééé..     67 
6.2 Define a time table éééé...éééééééééééééé... 68 

  6.3 Add TimeTables to Time Event module ééééééééé.é. 71 
6.4 Common scheduling use éééééééééééééééé...   72 

 
 



 
                Ò DVPlay LTD - the optimal quality solution for TV channels                                                                           Page 3 

 

7. Meta tag library (from 6.00) ééééééééé............................     78     
7.1 General description ééééééééééééééééé.... 78 
7.2 Meta tag playlists ééééééé..ééééééééééé.     79 
7.3 Meta tag files éééé...ééééééééééééééé... 81 
7.4 Meta tag statistics éééééééééééééééééé.. 82 

 
8. DTMF Toneséééé.ééééééééé......................................     83 

8.1 DTMF tones managingéééééééééééééééé...        83 
8.2 Working with the DTMF generatoréééééééééé..é..      87 

 
9. RS-232 ééééééé.......................................................................  89 
 
10.  DVPlay Maintenance éééééééééééééééé..é..é     95 

10.1 DVPlay maintenance ééééééé..ééééééé..éé     95 
10.2 Managing the DV Play software via Internet ééééééé. 96 
10.3 Backup DV Play installation ééééééé.ééééééé. 96 

 
11. Files Trimmingé.éééé.ééééé............................................    98 
 
12.  News Editoréééééééé.........................................................    100 

12.1 General descriptionéééééé...ééééééééééé.      100 
12.2 Showing news in scheduleééééééééééééééé  102 

 
13. E-mail Managerééééééééé.................................................   104 

 
 
14. Common Tasks Solutions éééé...éééééééééé.éé..  110 

14.1 Keeping the settings when reinstalling Video Playeréééé.      110 
14.2 Changing the picture in the preview window..é..éééé......     111 
14.3 Needed settings when the  TitleDesigner and the Video Player are started 

on one and the same computer ééééééééééééé 
 

111 
   
   
   
  

 
 

üChapter 10.3 DVPlay maintenance is with status *must be read* by all the customers using DVPlay 
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Main purposes of the DVPlay software 
 
 The Digital Video Player is a professional MPEG-2 player used for TV broadcasting and TV automation. 
The software has undergone a long process of development, elaboration and supplementing of new 
features since Version 1 has been released in 2001 up to its current Version 6 (2012). We are glad to 
present you a complete and tested product to which you can entrust your business. 
 
 Presently many TV companies from all over the world work with this software and we have our customersô 
positive feedback which is our greatest honor to all our efforts. 
 
 Our experience so far and the feedback from our customers prove that our software has many 
advantages.    Please read carefully this manual and be sure that you will find out that the DVPlay software 
will thoroughly meet your requirements. 
 
 
THE   MAIN USERS OF THIS SOFTWARE ARE THE TV CHANNELS BROADCASTING COMPANIES. 
WITH DVPLAY SOFTWARE OUR CUSTOMERS GET BENEFITS OF: 
 

¶  Stable solution on which you can trust and will be sure that it will work without problems in a 
24/7/365 mode. 

 

¶ Low cost of the needed hardware and the DVPlay software. 
 

¶ Great look and functionality of the interface focused on easier and faster playlist and title design 
creation. 

 

¶ Ability to program almost every aspect of the usage of the Player which results in the lack of need 
of an operator. One standard situation is that the user can create a playlist for the next few days 
and the player automatically will load this playlist on the correct date without further human 
intervention. 

 

¶ Ability to create logos without the help of a mixer or ANY additional cost and without losing quality. 
 

¶ Easy overlay of titles without using a mixer. 
 

¶ Great looking animation / 3D titles 
 

¶ Support of 16:9 (anamorphic) aspect ratio for analog and SDI output. 
 

¶ E-mail notification when a problem occurs with the player.  
 

¶ Sending commands to a mixer or a matrix via RS-232 module. 
 

¶ Ability to play files with custom resolution. 
 
 

 
 

 These features make the DVPlay software very adequate for broadcasting of small, middle TV channels 
and also IPTV channels. For a big TV network with satellite broadcasting over many countries we support 
SDI with embedded sound and quality signal, but it doesnôt include some features like showing subtitles. 
However, if you plan to broadcast via satellite you may test the DVPlay software to find out that it will fit 
your highest demands. 
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New features in DV Play 6 vs 5 
 
The DVPlay v.6 is the next great improvement of the DVPlay software. While the DVPlay 5 was focused on 
technical details, the new DV Play v.6 is focused on the human operators and especially on the way they 
create playlists and title designs. We have created many new features in order to make the playlists and 
the title design process easier and faster. 
 
 We encourage all current DVPlay 5 customers to upgrade to DVPlay 6. You can use your current DVPlay 
5 servers without need to do ANY change on the hardware.  
 
These are some of the new features: 
 

¶ Additional hardware support for Stradis hardware cards including SD and HD. The support of the 
hardware used in DVPlay 5 remains unchanged.  

 

¶  Meta tag library ï allows to logically grouping your videos and searching over them. 
 

¶ New nice looking interface in Win 7 style 
 
ï Docking and resizing option everywhere allowing using optimally your screen resolution up 

to 2560x1600. 
ï Setting your own color scheme. 

 

¶ Many improvements in the Playlist editor. 
 

¶ Unicode support now including both titles and names of your video files. 
 

¶ Titles module can now play 3D animation. 
 

¶ Significant improvement of the Title creation. 
 

¶ Significant improvement of the manuals. 
 

 

Coming soon: 
 

¶ Extended PlayList editor ï a new way to create your playlists. It will support making of the 
program schedule and fill the video files in this program schedule. 

 

¶ Integration with Ads Schedule Pro ï allows you to offer and sell TV commercial on-line via 
Internet. More info you can find at: http://adsschedulepro.com 

 
 

http://adsschedulepro.com/
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1.   Installation 
 

1.1. Requirements 

1.1.1 Specialized hardware for analog or SDI signals creation: 

Video Card - you can start using the software with almost EVERY middle class video card, but in order to 
receive an interlaced signal with a good broadcast quality you must use a special model of a video card 
produced from Matrox. You will receive an analog video signal in an s-video or composite format. The 
sound signal is received from your sound card which may be one built in a MB or external sound card. 

If you need a playout solution with SDI output you should use a BlackMagic DeckLink card. In such a case 
you may use any video card, the video cards included in the new Intel CPU like i5 and i7 are fine too. The 
SDI signal produced from the DeckLink is with embedded sound and some models have an option to use 
GenLock. 

Note that not ALL models DeckLink card work with our software due to the constant changes made from 
the company DeckLink . If you have already a DeckLink card you may send us its part number and ask if it 
is possible to use it with the DV Play software. 

 In the country where we have distributor you may ask him to do a server for you. For countries where we 
do not have distributor we recommend that you build the server yourself and our offer is only to sell you the 
specific hardware (Matrox video card or DeckLink card) plus our DV Play software. This way allows you to 
do the process easier, faster and cheaper. 

1.1.2 Personal computer 

DV Player requirements 

Hardware Minimal Recommended 

Motherboard Intel based with FSB 1333 Intel based i3,i5,i7 

CPU Core 2 DUO 2.66 GHz  Intel i5 3.3 GHz 

RAM  2 GB  4 GB  

HDD SATA 2  SATA 2  

 

  

 Notes 

  1. If you want to use a Duo processor you will need at least a 2.4 GHz   unit. 

  2. You need more a reliable computer than a powerful one. 

  3. Even if you use a PC with the recommended parameters you may not be able to play files if other 
programs have been already started on the same PC, because they would take a lot of the CPU power. 
For that reason you must keep an eye on the Power Indicator. CPU power indicator becomes red when 
CPU usage gets into high value range and continues that way for more than a few seconds which may lead 
to the interruptions   of playing. Normal CPU usage values when only DVPlay 6 is started are about 20-30 
% on CPU Core 2 DUO 2.66 GHz. 

 
 

* You can test the DVPlay LTD software with almost ANY middle class video card and you will notice the 
differences only if you try to broadcast signal. However, you can easily try the features and the stability of 
the software on your desktop PC. 
 
           Software requirements:    Windows XP Professional SP2 or SP3 

   Windows Vista Ultimate 32, Business 32,  
Home Basic 32, Win 7 Pro 32 bits 
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1.2. Preparation before starting the installation 
 

 
Disabling all sound sources 
 
 This setting is done on a computer with installed Video Player. It prevents Windows from adding additional 
audio signal   to the broadcasted signal. You may skip it in case of using DeckLink or Stradis as output 
device. 
1. Open Control Panel/Sounds and Audio Devices. 
2. Choose Sounds page. 
3. Choose No Sound from Sound scheme. 
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Disabling Power options 
 
 This setting is done on a computer with installed Video Player on it. It prevents Windows from disabling 
some devices when they are not used for a long time. 
1. Open Control Panel/Power Options. 
2. Choose Presentation from Power schemes page. 
 
 

 
 

Checking that the default audio device is NOT DeckLink 
 
 This step is done on the computer with installed VideoPlayer using DeckLink as an output device. 
Sometimes Windows sets DeckLink as a default audio device and this may cause the playing to stop! In 
this case you must set the sound card as default audio device. 
1. Open Control Panel/Sounds and Audio Devices. 
2. Open Audio page. 
3. Make sure that on Sound playback, Sound recording is NOT written DeckLink Audio device. 
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Checking the IRQ number on a DeckLink 
 This step is done on the computer with installed VideoPlayer using DeckLink as output device. Depending 
of the used slot DeckLink may share the IRQ number with other fast devices like video card, SATA 
controller, network or others. In this case different problems may occur. You should move DeckLink to 
another slot. To check the IRQ: 
 
1. Open Control Panel/System. 
2. Open Hardware page. 
3. Click Device Manager. 
4. Choose View/Resources by connection. 
5. Open Interrupt request (IRQ) node and check IRQ sharing on DeckLink. 
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1.3. Set your own language 
 
 The step should be done only if you intend to use directories and video files name in your own language. 
 
      Windows XP 
 
 
 Step 1 (Optional) Open Control Panel ï Regional Settings and follow the steps shown on the screenshot. 
 

 
 
Note: The step is necessary only for East Asian languages and Arabic languages. 
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Step 2 Open Control Panel ï Regional Settings and follow the steps shown on the screenshot. 
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Windows 7 
 
Step 1 Open Control Panel ï Regional and Language Settings and follow the steps shown on the 
screenshot. 
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Preparation for Vista/Win 7 OS 
 
 For successful installation of the DVPlay software under Vista OS except the steps, needed for XP OS, 
you also need to: 
 
    1. Always use a 32 bit version of Vista OS. Tested OS are Vista HOME Basic, Vista Business and Vista 
Ultimate. You can use the PlayList Editor with any Vista ʆS version. 
 
     2. Install the original driver from the manufacturer of you video card. We detect that the embedded 
Microsoft driver, built in Vista OS, doesnôt work with our software which results in crashing of the DVPlay 
software engine.  
 
     3. Disable User Access Control (UAC) like it is shown on the picture below BEFORE installing DVPlay 
software. You need to start Control Panel, and then to open Administrative tools and Local Security Policy. 
Under Vista Ultimate OS we change only the option, shown on the picture, but on other Vista editions the 
default option can be different.  You can see below all the options of the UAC that should be set: 
 
   
 

 

 
We highly recommend the real broadcasting to be executed   under Windows XP. Consider using 
Vista/Win 7 only for learning purposes. Our tests show that using the DVPlay software under Windows XP 
takes about 20 % of the CPU usage and about 35 % on other computers under Vista. In some situations 
like playing, concurrent copying of video files or starting a program on a Video Server you may experience 
up to 55-70 % CPU usage and then you may need this CPU power which is otherwise ñeatenò from 
Vista\Win 7.  
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1.4 General description of the installation process 
 
 You must download and start InstallDVPlay6.exe. DVPlay software uses a standard Windows Installer 
program. At the end of the installation it starts FFDShow and Elecard codec. FFDShow is a free codec and 
you should turn off ALL the options on ALL screens, except Uncompressed as shown below. If you avoid 
this warning you may not be able to start using the DVPlay LTD software! 
 
 Installation and registration are valid for the Windows account on which you install the software and not for 
all Windows accounts. Recommended option is to create an account with administrative privileges, install 
the software under this account and use the DVPlay software only with this account.  
 
 Elecard codec is a demo version, so you will get a note like a green square in the output video signal. 
When you buy DVPlay LTD software you will receive unlocking code and instructions how to remove this 
note. 
 
Note: If you want to test the DVPlay LTD software by carrying out real broadcasts, it will be best to 
install it on a freshly installed Windows OS without any other video and sound codecs previously 
installed.  
 
 If you want to test DVPlay LTD software and you are not sure which option to choose, it is best to use the 
default one. In this way you will install DVPlay LTD TV software plus DVPTitles. 
 
 If you reinstall DVPlay and you have already installed Elecard and FFD Show filter you may turn off this 
option: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCCESSFUL INSTALLATION  

 Due to the nature of Windows it is possible that your current Windows installation has other video or sound 
codec or programs installed which may prevent DVPlay software from working. It is very hard to find which 
program stops the DVPlay software and even if you find it and remove it you may not solve the problem as 
many of the problem files will not be removed. The best solution is to do a new clean installation of 
Windows OS. 

We recommend you to install the DVPlay software on your current Windows OS. If it works fine, 
you may start using it. If it doesn't work, please be sure to follow the next steps, which are 
obligatory for the smooth work of the software  

1. Format your C partition. 

2. Install a new Windows XP professional OS with SP2 on partition C. You should use ONLY XP 
Professional edition. Media Center, Home edition and other versions of Windows XP are not tested 
with the DVPlay software and   we can give you no guarantees about its proper functioning with 
them. SP 2 is absolutely obligatory as it provides support  of DirectX 9  

3. Install the drivers. If you use BlackMagic you must download the driver from the official DVPlay site. 
We have received reports of malfunctioning of the DVPlayer when other drivers are used.  

4. Tune Windows XP as shown bellow.  

5. Install DVPlay software. When you install FFDShow you must turn off ALL settings except 
Uncompressed. If you don't follow this step you may not be able to start the DVPlay software!  

6. Don't install any other software especially video and sound codecs.  

     

 

http://www.dv-play.com/ingles/images/fld2_new.jpg
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If you want only to test the software and you don't have Matrox or  BlackMagic card, your video card must 
meet the following requirements: 

¶ to be at least a middle class video card 

¶ to support DirectX 9.0  

 Usually ANY video card produced after 2007 meets these demands. Otherwise you will not be able to see 
any picture on your TV output. However you can test all of the features of the DVPlay software and monitor 
the result using Preview module.  

Back to contents 

 
 

1.5.   DVPlayer scheme 
 
 

 
 

 
        - the area where DV Play software works. 
 

 
The Video Player is the server responsible for the TV signal creation in 24/7/365 mode. The server uses a 
specific hardware for the creation of the TV signal ï a Matrox video card (an analog output),or a DeckLink 
card  (a SDI output), or a Stradis card (SDI HD). The TitlePlayer works on this computer and overlays the 
titles without a need of any external devices. 
 
The Production PC is a computer without specific hardware requirements. It is used for playlist creation 
with PlayList Editor and design of the titles with TitleDesigner. It is connected via LAN to the VideoPlayer 
and writes the info directly on its database. In most cases the PlayList editor can work directly on the 
VideoPlayer, while the use of the TitleDesigner on the VideoPlayer while the TV signal is produced is not 
recommended. 
 
The File Server is an optional element and many customers use the video player computer for this 
purpose. The files on the File Server should be inserted in the playlists with a path like: 
\\FileServer\C\video1.mpg 
 
The functions of ProductionPC and File Server can be released on one computer. 

file://FileServer/C/video1.mpg
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The Video Switcher is the optional element that you need when you have other source signals. The 
DVPlay RS-232 module is capable to send commands to it. The black burst device should be used to 
prevent a blink in the switching time. 
 
The Encoder is an optional element used to make the streaming for the IP TV. 
 
 
For more info we recommended you to read our Frequency asked page 
http://dv-play.com/ingles/faq.htm 
 
 
 
 Note that when using the Light and the Pro versions of the DVPlay software you can create playlists ONLY 
on the VideoServer. After buying and registering the TV or HD version of the DVPlay software you can use 
the PlayList Editor on 2 more computers. 
 
 We strongly recommend you before start using the DVPlay software in real broadcasting conditions to 
make a test of it for at least 1 week.  During that time you have to work with the DVPlay software in the 
same way as if it   were really broadcasting real files in a 24/7 working mode. 

http://dv-play.com/ingles/faq.htm
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1.6.   Installing the Video Player  
 
    STEPS FOR INSTALLING DVPLAY SOFTWARE 
 
 By following the next steps you will install Video Player, Title Player, File Manager, RS-232control, DTMF 
tones and PlayList Editor.  
1. Start InstallDVPlay6.exe or InstallDVPlay6_Demo.exe. 
2. Click Next. 
3. Choose I accept the license agreement and click Next. 
4. Click Next. 
5. Choose the feature shown on the picture below and click Next. Note that TitleDesigner is NOT being 
installed in this case, because it originally works on another computer! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
6. Click Next. 
7. Click Next and wait till the files are copied. 
8. Click Next as shown on the screenshot below. 
 

 
 
9. Click Next. 
10. Check Yes, I agree with all the terms of this license agreement and click Next 
11. Click Next and again Next. 
12. Uncheck MPEG-4 decoder (check this box if you want to install Elecard MPEG-4 decoder) and 
Associate the application with the supported file types as shown on the screenshot below. Click Next. 
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13. Click Next and wait till the files are copied. 
14. Click Finish. 
15. Now you have to register Elecard. Choose Elecard MPEG Player from the table and click Activate. 
Insert the serial number that you have already received with your registration approval of DVPlay LTD 
software. Click OK and close the Registration window.  
 
 

 
 
 
16. Activate Installer Language and click OK. 
17. Click Next. 
18. Click I agree. 
19. Click Next. 
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20. Uncheck all the features as shown on the screenshot below and click Next. 
 

 
 

 
21. Uncheck all the features except Uncompressed as shown below. Click Next. 
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22. Uncheck Postprocessing and click Next as shown below. 
 

 
 
 

23. Uncheck Volume normalization and click Next as shown below. 
 

.  
 

24. Click Next. 
25. Click Install and wait till the files are copied. 
26. Click Next and Finish. 
27. Click Finish. 
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Additional setup of FFDShow 
 
1.  Choose Start/All Programs/FFDShow/Audio decoder configuration 
2. Click Resample, check Resample and choose Resample to 48 000 Hz as shown on the screenshot 
below. 

 
 
 
 

3. Click Info & debug and move the slider to the left as shown below. 
 

 
4. Click OK. 
5. Restart the PC to make it accept the new merit of FFDShow! 
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Starting the DVPlay LTD software for the first time 
 
You should have these icons on your desktop: 
  . Digital video play ï main program used to generate the video signal and the overlay title. 
  . PlayList Editor ï used to create the   playlists. 
  . Title Designer ï used to make the title design. 

 
 
1. Start Digital Video Play   from the icon on the desktop. 
2. Click OK to the message This personal computer starts for the first timeé 
3. Choose data format and click Save. Click OK. 
4. Start again Digital Video Play from the icon on the desktop. Click OK to the message Program can NOT 
detect TV Standard! Video Player can NOT start until you set it! 
5. Choose TV standard from the drop-down list Standard for TV. 
 

 
 

6. Close the Video Player Options window. Wait for the layout to be loaded. 
7. Close Video Player and Control Center. Close all the DVPlay LTD software modules. 
If you are able to see the picture in the preview module this means that the installation of the DVPlay 
software successfully completed.  
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1.7.  Installing TitleDesigner and PlayList Editor on the Production PC 

 
 Usually the TitleDesigner and the PlayList Editor are installed on a separate computer connected to the 
computer with the installed Video Player by fast network (LAN 1 GB). Both computers use one and the 
same database. 
 
Sharing Database 
1. On the computer with the Video Player start the Windows Explorer and go to C:\Program 
Files\DVPlayLTD\DataBase 
2. Right click Database folder and choose Sharing and security from the drop-down list. 
 

 
 
 

 
3. Check Share this folder on the network and then Allow network users to change my files as shown 

below. Click OK. 
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Installing TitleDesigner and PlayList Editor on a second computer 
 
1. Start InstallDVPlay5.exe or InstallDVPlay5_Demo.exe. 
2. Click Next. 
3. Choose I accept the license agreement and click Next. 
4. Click Next. 
5. Choose the feature as shown below and click Next. 
 
 

 
 

6. Click Next, Next, Next. 
7. Install Elecard and FFDSshow choosing Next, Next, Next éuntil Finish appears. 
8. Start PlayList Editor from the icon on the desktop. 
9. Click Yes to the question Can NOT find database file! Do you want to choose database file now? 
10. Choose Shared via LAN database file on the VideoServer menu. 

 
 

¶  DVPlay software is offered in the following versions:  
o Light 
o Pro 
o TV 
o HD 

¶  DVP Titles consists of 
o Title designer 
o Title Player 

¶  DV News Editor 
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Please find below a list of modules and  kinds  of versions:  

Module  Description  Light  Pro  TV  HD  

ControlCenter  A m odule that commands the other  modules. 

Consist s of sub modules  

x x x x 

  Events  -  Shows a list with received commands 

and the status of the player .  

x x x x 

 E-mail notification -  Send s e-mail s when 

events  occur.  

-  -  x x 

  MyCommand -  saves and executes the same 

commands as the ones execute d via keyboard 

or mouse.  

-  -  x x 

Video  Player  MPEG-2 player used for playing files  x x x x 

  Ability to Show logo  -  x x x 

  Play HD files   -  -  -  x 

Playlist  For making playlists local on the video player 

server  

-  x x x 

 For making playlists from anoth er computers 

connected to player via LAN  

-  -  x x 

Meta tag 

library  

Allows you to put down additional information 

about your video files and later for search in 
this information.  

-  -  x x 

Schedule  Allows creating schedule to be executed on a 

regular time.  

-  -  x x 

Preview  Indicates the  output signal on the PC x x x x 

RS232  Used to control external devices by the serial 

(RS-232) or  the parallel  ports of the PC. 

-  -  x x 

DTMF tone  Receive s DTMF tones and send s command s to 

the player or to an other module.  

-  -  x x 

 
 
 
* TV version allows the playlist program to be installed on a server and on one more PC.  
* HD version - all the features of  the TV version and option to  play HD video files. 
 

 
1.8.   Applying changes to Windows localized OS (non-English version) 
 
 There are few changes you should make if you use localized version of Windows OS. Please apply the 
following steps: 
 
1. From Control Panel menu click Set Layout.   
 

2. Select row from Counter drop-down list. 
 

3. Click Edit. 
 

4. Click  and change the parameters you want to be displayed in your native language. 
 

5. Repeat the same steps for the other counters. 



 
                Ò DVPlay LTD - the optimal quality solution for TV channels                                                                           Page 26 

 

 
 

1.9.   Upgrading the DVPlay software 
 
 There are some basic points about upgrading which you need to know. To upgrade the software you need 
to remove the current version from Add/Remove and afterwards to install the new version. The Registration 
for the old version will be valid for the newer version too and you will not need a new un-lock code if the 
major version of the DVPlay software is under the same revision. For example if you upgrade from 5.10 to 
5.15 the major version is in the same revision and your registration will be valid. But if you upgrade from 
revision 5.15   to revision 6.00 you will be asked for a new registration. 
 
 You donôt need to uninstall and then install again Elecard and FFDShow. When you remove the old 
version, Elecard and FFDShow are not removed. When you install the new version it will be better to turn 
off the following option. 
 

 
 
 Database file is the next important theme when discussing the upgrade of the software. When you remove 
the old version the database file, which is usually in C:\Program Files\DVPlayLTD\Database\DVPData.mdb 
will not be removed. All the playlists, titles, logged played files, all MyCommand and scheduled tasks 
remain saved in this file. It is possible that the new version would change the structure of this file and you 
wonôt be able to use it with the new version. In this case you will need to create a new empty database file 
and insert in it all the data again. For more details about the process of upgrading please visit our web site. 
 
  
 

1.10.   Multichannel 
 
 The versions after DVPlay v6.00 allow you to start up to four channels on one machine at the same time. 
For this purpose you will need a powerful CPU like i5-2500. You can use the following combination of 
hardware: 
   2,3 or 4 Stradis hardware cards 
   1 channel with DeckLink card (SDI), 1 channel with Matrox card (analog) and 1 or 2 channels with Stradis 
hardware cards (analog or SDI). 
 

 
 
1.11.   Backup solution 
 
 One of the major requirements of the TV channel broadcasting is the providing of unbreakable and stable 
broadcast sessions. Our experience shows that   when using the DVPlay software you can face two 
general problems: 

¶ Hardware malfunction. 

¶ Software malfunction. 
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 For creating a backup solution you will need a second PC with installed DVPlay software on it connected 
to a matrix and ready to be used in a real broadcast only with a switched mixer. In case of malfunction the 
help of an operator is needed.  He has to load the playlist, to start the playing file and to turn on the mixer. 
The database file should be on a file server and all the files should be inserted in the playlist via LAN 
sharing.   In this way the address of the file remains the same for all LAN connections ï for example 
\\FileServer\SP2\file.mpg. The primary PC and the backup PC should use one and the same database file, 
located on the FileServer. 
 
 For creating a backup solution except a second PC you will also need an additional DVPlay software 
license, which in this case will be available with a 20 % discount off the original cost. 
 
 
 

2.   DVPlay Software Registration 
 

 DVPlay LTD ver.6 requires registration that is unique for the used hardware. This means that the 
software provides a SystemID, which can be used only with the current hardware and for obtaining it 
you must receive an e-mail, containing the unlock password from the DVPlay team.  The following 
modules require registration:  

¶  ControlCenter  

¶  VideoPlayer  

¶  Playlist  

¶  RS-232  

¶  FileManager  

¶  NewsEditor  

 
 

 
 Follow the steps shown in the screenshot to register at once all DV Play modules using the provided from 
DV Play company unlock file. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

file://FileServer/SP2/file.mpg
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 You can see the registration menu of DV PlayList Editor shown on the screenshot below: 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Note: If you change your hardware this may lead to a change of your SystemID and the registration may 
become invalid. In that case you should remove the registration from all the modules with the Remove 
button and send the file, created during the removal, to DVPlay LTD office, as in such way   proving that 
you have removed the registration. You must repeat this operation for all the modules. When you remove 
the registration your modules go into demo mode, in which you can operate until you receive your new 
registration. Usually the new registrations are sent to the customers in a period of maximum 24 hours after 
demanding them. 
 
 If you reinstall the DVPlay software, using the same OS and you donôt change any hardware inside your 
PC, you will not need a new registration. 
 
 The common process of registration is as follows: 

¶  Sending money via bank transfer or PayPal according to the instructions, received in a sent by 
DVPlay LTD e-mail. 

¶  Installing the full version of the DVPlay software from a file.  

¶  Sending SystemID and requesting registration. 

¶  Receiving an unlock file and registering the software. 
 
 It is highly recommended to register the software BEFORE reaching the allowed limit of 50 starting 
times, because if for example you add a new HDD to you system, the SystemID will change and your 
current registration will become invalid and the limitation of the unregistered version will be applied right 
away. If you register the software, when it has reached 20  of its allowed 50 starting times, you will have 
remaining 30 (50-20=30) starting times, and after each one of them you will have the possibility to use 
the full resources of the software until receiving a new unlock password.  
 
 The only way to restart the counting of the number of the allowed starting times is to reinstall Windows OS 
after formatting partition C.  
 
 
Back to contents 
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3.   Video Player 6 
 

3.1.   General description of the interface 
 

 
The Video Player is a professional player used in the TV channels. It provides seamless clips switching 
without freeze, black frames or stuttering and it is able to produce the video signal in analog or SDI format 
100 % ready for TV broadcasting. 
 
 The video player interface can be seen on the following screenshot. 
 
  

 
 

 
The Video player consists of 2 areas ï a control area with command buttons and indications about the 
currently played file and the files list area.  
 
Adding files in the file list area can be done with the help of these methods: 
  1. Drag & drop the videos from Windows Explorer. 
  2. Open/Add/Insert a playlist with videos and commands prepared in advance  
  3. Search in meta tag library. 
 

 
  You can do any change in the file list while the player is working. The only limitations are: 

1. The currently played file should NOT be reordered. 
2. The last few seconds before the end of the current file the background over the file indicator is 
colored in red and the interface is locked. 

 
 

 
 
 
Notes: 
 
If you make a click on the file name in the indication area you will be redirected to the file position in the list 
 
The Loop mode means that when the last file in the list has been finished, the player  will continue  playing 
the same list from the beginning. 
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DV Player is a professional player designed to be used in mode  24/7 in the  TV channels. But there are   
limitations which should be strictly followed to get a reliable playing. 

1. The minimal time between the Start and the Stop commands should be between 2 and 4 seconds. 

If you try to send for example in 3 seconds 3 commands like Start, Stop and again Start  you may 

face an unexpected result. 

2. If you want to jump to the next file while the video player is playing, you should use  MyCommand  

JumpToNextFile. If you select other file and click Play while another file is playing you may face an 

unexpected result. 

3. The Cue/Pause commands are valid only with a specific hardware installed on your computer. 

Although sometimes they may work without the presence of the  needed specific hardware you 

should avoid their usage.  

These limitations should be not a problem with a real broadcasting in the TV channels as they operate in a 
24/7 mode without any Stop commands. Jump to the next file is used only by accident and it is not 
common at all. 
 
If you NOT follow all the requirements you still will be able to play videos, but you may face a worst 
reliability. Some of our requirements are to use fresh new Windows, to set additional FFD Show settings as 
described in this manual, to install original video card drivers (not those built in Windows) and etc. 
 
To test the reliability, please load the Demo video files, turn on the loop mode and leave the computer to 
work 7 days for 24 hours by day. 
 

 
 
Back to contents 
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3.2.   Switching between Matrox, DeckLink or Stradis cards 
 
 

By default the DVPlayer v6 is set to use Matrox video card. If your video card is not Matrox you still will be 
able to test all the features of the DVPlay software watching the Preview module.  
 
 To change used hardware you should click on video player menu ï Add/Edit channel options and click 
on Edit button as shown on the screenshot: 
 

 
 
 Here you should: 

1. Select Playout engine ï DVPlay SoftEngine or Stradis Engine 
2. Select hardware ï for DVPlay soft engine it can be Matrox or DeckLink while for Stradis hardware it 

should be exactly Stradis models ï SDM230, SMD290, HDM500ex, HDM850. 
 
 

 
 

Note: 
1. You should have installed Matrox, DeckLink or Stradis drivers before starting to use them in DVPlay 
software. 
2. The step only instructs DVPlay software which hardware to use. Before this step the hardware device 
should has been installed. Please read the next chapter to find the additional drivers settings which should 
be done for your hardware. 
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3.3.   Setting the output of Matrox video card 
 

 To show quality TV output of Matrox P650 or Matrox Parhelia APVe PureVideo/DVDMax has to be turned 
on. Click Start/Contol Panel /Matrox PowerDesk-HF. Click Video Playback Settings. 
 
 

 
 

 Turn on Use video overlay, Use PureVideo/DVDMax and Assist video motion compensation.  Click 
PureVideo/DVDMax settings. 

 
 
 Choose Video source from the drop-down list as shown below. 
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Setting the output of video cards, different from Matrox 
 You may use the TV output on ATI Radeon based video card, but only for test purposes, because its TV 
output is not of high quality. Also ATI Radeon video cards always deinterlace the video signal and in this 
case the picture is affected, when fast moving objects are shown.  You must adjust the hardware overlay in 
such a way, that it has to be shown in full screen on the second monitor. Old ATI drivers indicate this as 
Theatre mode. 
 
 The sound is get from installed in the computer sound card. You can use build in MB sound card or to 
install external sound card in order to receive better quality. 
 
Back to contents 
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3.4.  DeckLink drivers setting 
 

 3.4.1 Set DeckLink video mode 
   You should set the mode of the DeckLink video card as shown below: 
 

 
 
3.4.2 Set analog outputs of DeckLink card 
 
  Depending on the model of the DeckLink video card you may also have analog outputs except the SDI 
output. Usually all outputs are active at the same time. Analog output can be 2 types: 1) Y R-Y B-Y or 2) 
composite. On the screenshot below you can see the option, located in the Control Panel, which allows you 
to switch between the analog output types 1 or 2 of the DeckLink video card. 
 

 
 
 
 Please note that the sound signal of most models DeckLink video cards is available in two versions ï 1) 
embedded in SDI and 2) balanced audio. If you choose to use the second option ï 2) balanced audio ï 
please make sure that the device after the DeckLink video card provides support of balanced audio. 
 
*Balanced audio is a professional analog standard, using a 3 wire cable for carrying the sound signal and it 
is designed so to prevent the signal from distortion, while the sound signal, generated from a standard 
sound card is carried by a 2 wire cable and is called Unbalanced audio. 




























































































































































